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Diversity covers many areas; many feel it is just about Racism in football but what about
disabilities,  sexuality?   It  is  apparent  in  football  that  Homophobia  as  a  word  is  not
understood.   The  meaning  of  the  word  is  unreasoning  fear  of  or  antipathy  toward
homosexuals and homosexuality, but in fact it covers more than that, Bi-sexual, Lesbians
and trans-gender, but for many football or sport as a whole is not accessible.

The GFSN is a voluntary organisation that promotes the participation of LGB&T people in
football and campaigns against discrimination.

The Gay Football Supporters' Network ('GFSN') works to bring together Lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual and trans-gender fans of football across the UK.  Since it was founded in 1989 it has
grown consistently and groups of members have come together to form football clubs, over a
dozen of which are now spread across England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales.  Progress is
still  being made and after 25 years they have had a funding grant application approved
which will enable them to enrol their first Diversity Campaign manager. It will also provide a
pot of funding to help fan groups in promoting initiatives. The group also want to conduct a
survey to see where there is a need for improvement and support.

Thanks to the work carried with various groups such as The F.A., Kick It Out, Stonewall and
former International footballers Dion Dublin and Graham Le Saux, society is changing its
views towards discrimination. Problems that arose at Brighton FC regarding homophobia
and the naming and shaming of clubs and their fans brought Homophobia to the forefront
and more noticeable. Since then there has been a rise of 16% of incidents reported.

The  F.A.  has  released  four  videos  highlighting  discrimination  involving  Dion  Dublin  and
Graham Le Saux.]

So what next?

There have been many suggestions to help promote anti-Homophobia in football:

 Segregated seating – not practical and would cause more problems
 Monitoring safety procedures
 Promote awareness and outreach
 Stewards education – this is not being taken on board by clubs
 Media  reporting  –  this  has  to  be  more  accurate,  the  media  can  and  do  make

situations worse by not reporting the facts correctly
 Creation of beginners toolkits for new fan groups
 Toolkits for Chief Stewards – These are available but are not being taken up by clubs
 The need for greater visibility

These are just some of the issues for the coming year.
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